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H
igh R

oyds ‘village’ utilises the form
er hospital buildings.

O
pened on 8

th O
ctober 1888 in a ‘healthy and desirable

spot’, the W
est R

iding Pauper Lunatic A
sylum

 functioned
as a psychiatric hospital until its closure in 2003. The gothic
self-sustaining 

com
plex, 

including 
gardens, 

farm
 

and
reservoir w

as designed by architect J. V
ickers Edw

ard to
avoid cheerless and depressing surroundings. The landm

ark
clock tow

er building (above) is G
rade II; inside is a

ballroom
 and an Italian m

osaic floor decorated w
ith the

Y
orkshire R

ose and black daisies.

A
t the end of

an 
ancient

track crossing
M

ire Beck is
the evidence
of a 0.5 m

ile
spur 

line
w

hich linked
the 

M
idland

R
a

ilw
a

y
’s

W
hardedale line w

ith H
igh R

oyds Pauper Lunatic A
sylum

:
built in 1883 to bring in building m

aterials, it later carried
supplies such as flour and coal. T

he line w
as shut in 1951

and filled in; still
visible is the arch
of 

the 
road

bridge, 
a 

track
m

em
orial 

and
tree 

lined
‘avenue’.

N
ear Surprise V

iew
 lies the rem

ains of Jenny’s C
ottage.

In the 18
th century it w

as hom
e to the keeper of the

beacon on nearby Beacon H
ill, w

hich w
as part of a

nationw
ide early w

arning system
 for a French invasion.

T
hen in the 1820’s tenants Joseph and Jane M

yers (Jenny)
used it to offer refreshm

ents to tourists. T
he business ran

successfully for 150 years until  trade declined in the 1950’s
and the cottage dem

olished in 1967.

T
urning south after leaving C

hevin Forest Park, the route
follow

s O
dd Stoop G

ate, a prehistoric track. C
rossing Y

ork
G

ate into the next field the trail crosses the east-w
est line

of R
om

an R
oad 72b. O

n W
hale Jaw

s H
ill sits the castellated

M
oor T

op W
ater T

ow
er, a 1920’s pum

ping station for
Rom

balds W
ater Board. N

earby is a landm
ark copse know

n
as ‘the Elephant T

rees’, planted around 1800 besides an
O

ld Q
uarry called Fairy D

ell.

T
he H

ospital w
as built on land that until the 18

th century
w

as M
enston C

om
m

on. T
o the w

est, on the higher ground
rising to T

’O
dda is the three storey H

igh R
oyds H

all, a 17
th

century G
rade II listed building. T

here has been a hall on
this site since the 13

th century ow
ned by the R

hodes
fam

ily, w
ho took their nam

e from
 an ancient w

oodland
clearing (royd) in the area .

T
he

 c
lo

ck
 t

ow
er

 in
 N

et
he

rf
ie

ld
 R

oa
d 

ca
r 

pa
rk

 is
 a

ll 
th

at
is

 l
ef

t 
of

 t
he

 C
ro

m
pt

on
 P

ar
ki

ns
on

 F
ac

to
ry

, 
w

hi
ch

 w
as

de
m

ol
is

he
d 

in
 2

00
6.

 T
he

 fa
ct

or
y,

 w
hi

ch
 w

as
 s

ta
rt

ed
  

by
Fr

an
k 

Pa
rk

in
so

n 
in

 a
 s

m
al

l 
lo

ca
l 

ga
ra

ge
 i

n 
19

08
, 

gr
ew

du
ri

ng
 th

e 
19

20
’s 

an
d 

30
’s 

in
to

 a
n 

in
te

rn
at

io
na

l e
nt

er
pr

ise
m

ak
in

g 
in

du
st

ri
al

 e
le

ct
ri

c 
m

ot
or

s 
an

d 
lig

ht
 b

ul
bs

. I
n 

th
e

la
te

 1
93

0’
s 

Fr
an

k 
ga

ve
 th

e 
U

ni
ve

rs
ity

 o
f L

ee
ds

 th
e 

m
on

ey
fo

r 
th

e 
ic

on
ic

 P
ar

ki
ns

on
 B

ui
ld

in
g.

Lo
ok

in
g 

to
w

ar
ds

 S
t. 

O
sw

al
d’

s 
C

hu
rc

h 
fr

om
 W

ill
s 

G
ill

,
th

er
e 

is
 e

vi
de

nc
e 

of
 m

ed
ie

va
l c

ro
fts

 a
nd

 t
of

ts
 (

co
tt

ag
es

)
in

 t
he

 fo
rm

 o
f l

ow
 d

ry
- 

st
on

e 
w

al
ls

 w
ith

 W
ill

s 
G

ill
 b

ec
k

ru
nn

in
g 

be
hi

nd
. T

hi
s 

is
 p

ar
t 

of
 t

he
 p

la
nn

ed
 t

ow
ns

hi
p 

of
G

ui
se

le
y,

 p
ro

ba
bl

y 
da

tin
g 

to
 th

e 
ea

rly
 1

2t
h  c

en
tu

ry
, w

ho
se

13
 o

r 
so

 f
am

ili
es

 l
ik

el
y 

w
or

ke
d 

on
 t

he
 M

an
or

’s
 c

at
tle

fa
rm

 (
va

cc
ar

y)
 la

id
 o

ut
 in

 t
he

 w
oo

de
d 

fie
ld

s 
to

 t
he

 e
as

t.

T
he

 
se

ct
io

n 
of

fo
ot

pa
th

 
th

at
 

cl
im

bs
fr

om
 W

ill
s 

G
ill

 a
lo

ng
th

e 
be

ck
 t

o 
C

al
fh

ol
e

W
oo

d 
co

nt
ai

ns
 

a
nu

m
be

r 
of

 f
un

ct
io

na
l

an
d 

ob
so

le
te

 f
ea

tu
re

s
to

 
do

 
w

ith
 

ca
tt

le
fa

rm
in

g 
an

d 
w

oo
dl

an
d

m
an

ag
em

en
t. 

Sq
ue

ez
e

st
ile

s 
fo

r 
ex

am
pl

e,
 a

re

an
 

ef
fe

ct
iv

e 
w

ay
 

of
al

lo
w

in
g 

pe
op

le
 to

 p
as

s
th

ro
ug

h 
ea

si
ly

 b
ut

 n
ot

th
e 

ca
tt

le
 o

r 
ho

rs
es

.

Pa
rk

in
so

n’
s 

Pa
rk

 li
es

 o
n 

th
e 

ea
st

 o
f t

he
 G

ui
se

le
y 

G
ap

 w
ith

vi
ew

s 
of

 W
ha

rf
ed

al
e 

an
d 

A
ir

ed
al

e 
an

d 
ac

ro
ss

 t
o 

R
ev

a 
H

ill
,

th
e 

hi
gh

es
t 

po
in

t. 
T

he
 P

ar
k,

 w
hi

ch
 h

as
 t

ra
ce

s 
of

 e
ar

ly
m

ed
ie

va
l 

ly
nc

he
ts

 
an

d 
an

 
18

th
 

ce
nt

ur
y 

ta
nn

er
y 

w
as

pu
rc

ha
se

d 
by

 F
 &

 A
 P

ar
ki

ns
on

 L
td

 i
n 

19
37

 t
o 

cr
ea

te
 a

co
m

pa
ny

 p
ar

k 
be

hi
nd

 C
ro

m
pt

on
 P

ar
ki

ns
on

’s
 W

or
ks

. A
fte

r
th

e 
fa

ct
or

y 
cl

os
ed

 in
 2

00
4,

 t
he

 p
ar

k 
fe

ll 
in

to
 n

eg
le

ct
 b

ut
w

as
 r

es
ur

re
ct

ed
 in

 2
01

1 
by

 th
e 

Fr
ie

nd
s 

of
 P

ar
ki

ns
on

’s 
Pa

rk
.

Betw
een Buckle Lane and the H

igh R
oyds spur line lies the

H
igh R

oyds cem
etery, the consecrated burial ground for

unclaim
ed pauper Patients. V

ictorians considered it unw
ise

to publicise that a relative w
as in an asylum

, as insanity w
as

considered hereditary. In total 2861 burials took place
betw

een D
ecem

ber 1890 and 1969. In 2007 a Friends
group form

ed w
ith volunteers developing the rough field

into a garden of rest and refurbishing the dilapidated chapel.
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