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Near Surprise View lies the remains of Jenny’s Cottage.
In the 18t century it was home to the keeper of the
beacon on nearby Beacon Hill, which was part of a
nationwide early warning system for a French invasion.
Then in the 1820’s tenants Joseph and Jane Myers (Jenny)
used it to offer refreshments to tourists. The business ran
successfully for 150 years until trade declined in the 1950’s
and the cottage demolished in 1967.

Turning south after leaving Chevin Forest Park, the route
follows Odd Stoop Gate, a prehistoric track. Crossing York
Gate into the next field the trail crosses the east-west line
of Roman Road 72b. On Whale Jaws Hill sits the castellated
Moor Top Water Tower, a 1920’s pumping station for
Rombalds Water Board. Nearby is a landmark copse known
as ‘the Elephant Trees’, planted around 1800 besides an
Old Quarry called Fairy Dell.
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At the end of
an ancient
track crossing
Mire Beck is
the evidence
of a 0.5 mile

spur line
which linked
the Midland

’

Railway’s
Whardedale line with High Royds Pauper Lunatic Asylum:
built in 1883 to bring in building materials, it later carried
supplies such as flour and coal. The line was shut in 1951
and filled in; still
visible is the arch

of the road
bridge, a track
memorial and
tree lined
‘avenue’.

Between Buckle Lane and the High Royds spur line lies the
High Royds cemetery, the consecrated burial ground for
unclaimed pauper Patients. Victorians considered it unwise
to publicise that a relative was in an asylum, as insanity was
considered hereditary. In total 2861 burials took place
between December 1890 and 1969. In 2007 a Friends
group formed with volunteers developing the rough field
into a garden of rest and refurbishing the dilapidated chapel.
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High Royds ‘village’ utilises the former hospital buildings.
Opened on 8t October 1888 in a ‘healthy and desirable
spot’, the West Riding Pauper Lunatic Asylum functioned
as a psychiatric hospital until its closure in 2003. The gothic
self-sustaining complex, including gardens, farm and
reservoir was designed by architect J. Vickers Edward to
avoid cheerless and depressing surroundings. The landmark
clock tower building (above) is Grade II; inside is a
ballroom and an Italian mosaic floor decorated with the
Yorkshire Rose and black daisies.

The Hospital was built on land that until the |8t century
was Menston Common. To the west, on the higher ground
rising to T’Odda is the three storey High Royds Hall, a |7t
century Grade Il listed building. There has been a hall on
this site since the |3t century owned by the Rhodes
family, who took their name from an ancient woodland
clearing (royd) in the area .
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